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The Claims of the Clergy 
15 710 4 | 7 
Divine Right of Maintenance, 62 6 


R overend and dear Sir, ris: 


? Send you a Paper. on the-SubjeR of Tythes* 
very much eſteemed here, for the uſe of the 
Sas Majority of the General Aſſembly, 
en 15 Spe parable thr of Tur; 
to St le 
Ar elde Cane 4 
„ Who havi e r 
10 ay” = ten to the Properties of o- 


| tian Gontention, 

and ſettling of Miniſters, is not fa | os 

Fleece; for I never that any i i Foc 250. 
to call a 


the leaſt ever thou 
ſtr of telromn, ve REST 


" ee e Toros Plea axtioft the *.. . 
led 


$1, la a Letter to the R. R. 1 hor, Cc. 


| , © (: 6 0 
id, and. paid (by bers for is munen Work and Le 


: bour amon; lt them.) If 
This Paper is much 10 the · , with \Regardito 
our 3 Py Diſputes "frfiitfal of 'miny and great. Miſ- 


chiefs af well-as © e Se „ Diſ- 
putes hich toak their Riſe from our being overligcl'd 
with 1 2 08 and which are ſtill gro ing in propor- 
tipn, as 'the Numbers ef licenſed Preachers exceed the 
nder of vatanrBenefices,” ſo far, that we have now 
—— half a Score or more Candidates for every: Va- 
cancy. 
A is though to teprint this, it is more to the 
Putpeſe, than all the e drawn from the con- 
ſtrained Senfes put upon ſume Texts of New- Teſtament 
Scripture, by intereſted Clergymen, to veſt in themſelves 
a divine Right to Tythes or tipends, founded on the Do- 
ctrine and Practice of thoſe, who, it we may credit their 
own Teſtimonies, miniſtred to their on Neceflities by 


the Labour of their own Hands, or d upon the 

Charitable Contributions of well iltians, with- 

out making the leaſt Claim, as of Rig he, to the ſinalleſt 
| Proportion of the Propettics of others. 


A Adivine Right to Tythes can have no Foutdation but 
in the Levitic A und Ceremonial Law of the Jews, which 
is by Chriſtianity ful filed aud aboliſnſed; or in the Ap- 
\poittments of the Pagan Prieſts made by thoſe blind Vo- 
'raries of the vain Idols, who had no other Being, than in 
"the fooliſh and wicked” Imaginations of ſuch who wor- 
"ſhipped them: But as Life and Immortality was brought 
to Lt by the Goſpel, thoſe Clouds of Error, Igno- 
' rance and: Superſtition, and all the worldly Profits and 
temporal Power that followed them, are difpetled by the 
Light of the Goſpel. ; 
he Chriſtian-Church, which com ehends the whole 
"Deſcendants of Adam that believe, is a Thing very diffe- 
rent from a National Chureh eſtabliſhed by tne Laws of 
any Chriſtian Country. The Clergy, as Chriſtian Mini- 
ſters, have no Claim whatſoever tothe leaſt Share or Pro- 
portion of the Property of any one, further than he may be 
TT: ſod volunterily and freely of his own accord to give 


- 


y £99 
it. But the Clergy of an eſtabliſhed national Church have, 


| by the Laws of the Land, a Right to the Properties of the 
Laity; fo far as the Legiſlature has given them a Title to it. | 


Every national Church is a Creature of the State and 
depends upon the State for its Rights to the F 8, 
Immunities, Monopolies, and exclufive Privileges it en- 
joys; as woll as to the T 'ythes, Stipends, Glebes, Manſi- 
on-Houſes, and other Eccleſiattical'. Fees and Emolu- 
ments, paid by the Laity, for the Maintenance and Sup- 

ot its Miniſters; and other Eccleſiaſtical Afairs. - - - 

No Chriſtian Miniſter can de. lawfully- hindered to 
* the Goſpel of Chriſt; but no Miniſter, although a 
erſon of the moſt exemplary Life and Piety, ſound. and 


orthodox in the Chriſtian Faith, be he ever ſo well qualifi- 


ed for the Office of the Miuiſtry, can enjoy, or acquite a 
Title to enjoy, any temporal Benefit or Advantage de- 
longing * national Church, unleſs he ſubſcridꝭe and 
aſſent to all the Articles and Conditions of Communion 
with that Church, and alſo ſubmit to all the Rites, Cere- 
-monies, particular Modes, and Manner of Worſhip and 
[Devotion peculiar to, and practiſtd by that Church: Nor 
can any Perſon preſent a Miniſter ſo qualified to the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of — Eccleſiaſtical Benefice in that Church, or 


vote for ſuch a Miniſter but thoſe anly. in whom ſurh 
Right of Preſentation or of Voting is veſted by the Laws 
of the Land. LEE 17 hedges. wh f a x. Fo Ow 4+, 
Every Perſon who differs with. the national Church in 
any of theſe Points, is a Diſſenter from that Church; but 


Liderty of Conſcience is in this, and in every free State al- 


lowed; and the ſame Law, the ſame civil Power, that e- 
ſtabliſhes the national Church, tolerates Di and 
protects them in the free Exerciſe and Enjoyment of their 
own religious Opinions; and ties up the Hands of the e- 
ſtabliſhed Clergy from perſecuting or hurting theſe their 
Fellow Chriſtians, who differ from them in Opinion a+ 
bout religious Matters, Modes, or Manner of Devotion, 
and Forms in Worſhip. The Caſe, with Regard to In- 


dividuals, is the ſame as with whole Societies or Sets f 


Chriſtians: He who' diſkkes any Miniſter on Account of 


bis Morals, or from ia Diſeſteem of his Parts and perſonal | 
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Feople; But the 
witd the Liberties 


"_ Jewiſh and od Pun 


Himſelf to be a Miniſter of Jeſus Chaiſt, who 
I ene, With the Service of Mammon, a=" 


C4.) 
, and miniſterial Gifts, c. although perhaps 
n Prejudice, is a Diflenter from that Miniſter, 


then is the Jeaſt Ground of Diſpute (about — 
fling the yacant Poor oy of a national Church) 
common Senſe, and common Honeſty ? - The e. 
— may eſtabliſh a national Church, 3 in 
Manner as it thinks proper, and propoſe it to the 
n itſelf cannot, conſiſtently 


a free People, impoſe K upon the 


" Grp | one then has an unqueſtionable Tiile jo chuſe his 
ſter, not only as à Chriſtian, hut as a free - born 


| own Muir, nol Bat vo Man, or any Faun 
e 


have, or can have à Right 

delonging to the national Shire, 
has tought ft o vel! 
one. or mare of the People 

. jeafad with the bIiniher who 


Pariſh are ſa 


EC 


fry, ſuch ate Diſſenters from that Miniſter 1 
they pleaſe, — von 
your of Diſſeaters, to chuſe another Miniſter 


ſelxes, 


The Law tolerates Diſſenters; Vos no Dita a 


bent o Proteſtant Diemer evericlaimed 5 Right tothe. 
Temporalities bel to the Clergy of either 81 the two 


national Churches tfut are im this Iuuand at Great Britain, 
ſcverally by Lay' eſtabliſhed. 

The Chacch of Rome indeed have made a e Ex. 
change of Chriſtianity for the temporal Wealth and Power 
Prieſthood; and, in conſequence 
ealth and enormous Power of its 


of. the exceſſive 

Clergy, bas as effectually ruined gies nd 
byerted and deſtroyed the civil Right 

ankind. But can a Proteſtant C 


— 


his Kingdom was not of this World, and that his Service 
ne 


ped pm forced to ſubmit to his Miniſtry; but is at 
'B 17 — to chuſe whom he pleaſes for his own Miniſter. 


s 2 legal Set. 
tlement them, ne 


tay.in fa · 
Mn fo dbem- 
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0 Chriſt alone is the ſole and only: Head 0 6 
Church univerſal ; but the ſupreme civil Magi 
every C 
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tonal Church x Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, 


tery concurs: with it, and the Settlement is made 


cn) 


volves-uponitheP : But both the one and 288 
— Lev:ricd op 0 tothe Obferyation of one Rule in 


| | the Exerciſe of this/Right:: That neither of them can pre- 


ſent or presbytetiallx ca any Perſon) to be Miniſter. of a 
vacant Congregation, who: is not either a Miniſter law- 
futly ordained by, and according to the Rules of the na- 


7 


properly 


the ſame Authority, and in the ſame Manner, li 
preuph'the Goſpel, and declared by n Presbytery pt 


conſtituted, mw be welt qualified and deſetviug to be a Mis 


niſter of any Presbyterian Congregation;  -- 

75 1 and 2 ſufficient and abſoluts Se 
curity to the national Church, for all irs Rights and Priyi- 
Teges ; and no proteſt Presbyterian can have any Ground 
xo diſſent from a Presbyterian Miniſter, thus preſenced or 


5 (gr var called and ſettled, on Account of Principle. 


ariſn becomes vacant, ev Candidatę ho 


das the fimalleſt Hopes of Succeſs, firſt makes Appliea- 


ton (b his Frj to the Patron and conſiderable:Heri- 


tors, who far _ ee on the ſame Perſon to 
de 12 "the Friend or Favourite of the 
| leading Miniſters, — 8 Party of the Presbytery, 


Ras the good Fortune to ſucceed with the e thoſe 
Miniſters have frequently ane or other of them, a Son, 4 
Nephew, or ſome nehr Relation, who is bred a Clergy- 
man andi a licenſed Preacher, to be provided for. ; then al 
gous well, the Pence and Quiet of: the Pariſh is not 

leaſt diſturbed ; the Patron; grants 1 the 
Candidate (as the. Liayy directs) accepts of it, the 2 


moſt peaceable and Chriſtian Manner, without Loſs of 
Time, or · Expence to any Party concerned: But. 
If rhe Candidate daſigned by the Majority of the pmb Ri 


tery be diſappointed; and another licenſed Preacher, who 
is — a Son or a — RIES ſome contideradte 


Heritor of the Pariſh, by. tlie Patron, then all 


| meat ler IH; tnduſiry, i me eee 
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the fam. - fed 
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TN: B. About one half of All the Ado ſonz 
RA belong to the Grown, und the King rateiy 
I qe fm the duſt coniderable Becitprs; 
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| : ap 2 or mace. 220462413 20M ; 
vſed to ſpirit up the Pariſh againſt the Perſan preſantcd, 
The People, who on the other Eyent were taught Netg-+ 


nation, Chrilti: any ns Donn, en 
they themſelyes have à Right to chuſe their own,”1 * 
Miniſter ; that it was the moſf valuable Legacy Chriſt had 
left them, and was therefore à divine Right z . 
nages were Antichriſtian Fyranty, ſecular Bandage, ard E. 
raitian Hereſy. Thus Pariſhes; hen Se 

Wg bu in hey {tas VIEWS, e lax pes * 
med, put together by the one half againſt the o- 
ther : ad the Coneution forented and carried oh, with 
the utmoſt Keenneſs,, Heat and Animofity, diſguiſed un- 
der the f ious, Name of Zeal for Religion. . 3593 r 
The Sox are Judges of the Settlement in the 
Inſtance, and after an expenſive Attendance with Law 
yers, and a fierce Contention of the Parties congorned 
e with great Heat and Rencour on be Ades, at 
22 Dyets n who meet but once a — 4 | 
the Cauſe is at laſt by determined, according to 
Goodwill and Pleatve of the Majority, and cagri ; 


the Party -aggriey Appeal to the next Synody; wii 
Ct LE noe: #1 x Monte * (11 4103 
Whether the Sentence of the Presbytery is affirmed ot 


reverſed by the Synod, the Cauſs rarely Fas. of being cars 
ried from them, either by Appeal or Reference, to the next 
General Aſſembly,. which | perhaps does. | 
than fix or eleven Months after the Synod... _- [11-7 
' General lies, during their. ſhort; Sittings, deter- 
mine few of thoſe Cauſes, but refer them to their 


ſts but three. Days ar 2 Time; J) that after an expenſive 
Attendance of the Parties, and their Lawyers upon C 
Judicatories, ſitting in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
very diſtant from one another, after a Pariſh is kept vacant 
for Years together, and of the Pariſh, 
all that Time, inyolved. in a moſt unchtiſtian Strife and 
ſo much imbittered and enraged againſt one; ano- 
ther, that they rarely [Peak 10 ohe angeher but mW . 
with | 


J 


the Cauſe is at laſt but the Peace of the 
dT oe gs 


Dd. if | 4 20.) 


conducted the Oppofition, call 
and a Robber, who came not in by the Door, but through 


3 When ſuch a Sentence of the higheſt Church Judica- / 


of the People for whom Chriſt died; that they will not 


— es —— — 


If che Presbytery, within whoſe Bounds the Pariſ (thus 
at laſt ſettled) lies, happens to be over- ruled, theu the 
Mmiſter, fo directed to be 8 by that Presbytery, is 
from the Fulpits of thoſe , who cauſed and 
an Intruder, a Thief, 


the Antichriſtian Windovy of Parouages ſecular Power, 
and Eraſtian Hereſy: is. fag ul in the People 


-66 Mb to Weh Minifter; that they ought to aſ- 


ſert and maintain their juſt Rights; that their Fathers had 
refiſted unto Blood; A they we in the matt ick 
Manner exhorted not to deſert the Cauſe of C riſt by a 


ſinful Submiſſion. All this is publickly preached from 


the Pulpit as the Word of God, and recommended to the 
Muktitude as Zeal for Religion and for the Truth, in open 
Defiance of the Laws of the Land, and A Reproach to 
the Chriſtian Religion 

Thus is the bleſſed Goſj el of Peace traduced by its 
Preachers and by them made a Bone of Contention and 
Strife; a Vioche! for inteſtine Wer, and publick Diſotacr”: 
and Confuſion. 


tory is intimated in Form to the Presbytery; call it+ 
an unjuſt Sentence, and a violent Invaſion 2 


involve theimſelves in the Guilt, by a ſinful. ubmiſſion, 
and flatly refuſe to put it in Exeention; and ſo the Pariſh 
mult ſtill continue yacant, until Application is made to 
another General. Aſſembly or Commiſſion, to put their 
own Sentence in Execution; who, out of Tenderneſs to 
their. diſobedient Brethren of that Presbytery commonly -- 
appoint the Sc ttlement to be made by Miniſters from o- 
ther Presbyterics : And this is likewiſe complained of, and 
called an'Infri ringement of the radical Power of Presby- 
cans. 

The poor nnhappy People ho are miſled by theſe ib 
and unchriſtian Dodrines and by the rebellious and | 
nicious Ex Al. 


le of the M of a Presbyter 
ble from al Corners of N a the Prace and 
Time appointed for the — to bote it, Dy open | 


SF 


= ww # 
I LC + 
\ 


ag ”— 
— 
. , 


Source, which I at iſt, vis 
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„ 
Force and Violence; and ſuch Settlements 
(but too often) made at the Expence of a 
publick Peace and Bloodſhed. And thoſe of the e Fall, 
who are ingage i in the Oppoſition, deſert their o 
niſtcr, neglect their Labour, and the Care of their Fami- 
lies, and wander about from Place to Place, to hear thoſe 
ogue Preachers, who promote Strife, low 

and 1ound the Trumpet Rebellion 9 the Civil 
rot 8 berry to di ne 

emporalities eſtabliſh 28 e e- 

vacant Pariſh with a Friend reature of 

own. So ill do Clergymen bruok Diſappointments, = 
Hig Stef carry their Reſentments beyond the reſt of 
.* Theſe Confuſſons and Diſorders are, by the Hi Cler- 
gymen charged upon the Law, commonly called the Pa- 
tronage AR, although evidently flow from another 
⁊. from our being 
greatly overſtock d with Licenſed chers; for flows long 
as we had vacant Pariſhes ſufficient to provide the Clergy- 
2 came out to the Miniltry, * had no Diſputes of 
ind about the Right of Voting, or manner of ſettling 
— Congregations: But When Competitions 8 ; 
two or more Candidates for one Vacan amefrequent, 
theſe ſtirred up that Spirit of Pride and Worldly-minded- 
nes, which had before been vented on Objects "lf hurt- 
ful to Society, or had lain dormant for want of Fewel. 
And the Queſtion now Pr. Whether if the Legiſlature 
ſhould think fit to this Law, any other Law could 
poſſibly be contrived to allay or divert That Spirit of Striſe 
and Contention? A Law that would prevent thoſe un- 
reaſonable and groundleſs Complaints of theſe Clergy- 
men, who ſeem to delight fo much in Strife, that the 
Peace of Society muſt be diſturbed b 7 as often 28 
their worldly' or ambitious P are defeated or 
thwarted.— For Example, | 
Should the Legiſlature place this Right and Power of 


diſpoſing of the Temporalities belonging to the ſeveral Pa- 


riſhes of the Church of Scotland, as at preſent by Law e- 
ſtabliſt d, in Heritors r Pariſh; would not the Pa- 
a don, 


| lament 1690, in the Heritors and El 


fices, "AS. now, ben 


. 
mov, if he was not an, Heritor, 15 every other Perſon 


of the Pariſh (except the Heritors) haye the Came Ground 


of Complaint they now have? Or, 


3 this Rig ht was veſted where i it wa ets in thoſe Times, 


Wwhictt art Called the pureſt Times of Presbytery, in the El: 
ders only; would not every one of the Pull ;cxcepr thoſe 
few Elders, who: are commonly the Creatures and Tools 
of the Clet . have the ſ.me Cauſe of Comp aint? Or, 
If this was Piel, as it was b we A Act of Par- 
il intly ; would 


not all the reit of the Parifh, except theſt Het tors and El- 


| ders, have the fame Reaſon to complain? Or, 


IR If this Right was lodged, where the Clerg) > ka onal- 


175 when it Fits their Purpoſe, pretend it * 2 to be, in 
the Multitude, in every Ferſon within the Fariſh, either 


excluſive or incluſive of the Heritors and EH ers, wolild 
this cure the Evil? Would not the Try if they haps 
pened to diffet (as they often do) about the Perſon they 

recommended to the Pariſh, ſeverally dp dos beſt to bee 


4. 844 4 1 


their Friend And w 5 not * 6 net and ANY, 


Neun, through all che e e 

laſt determined according to the good Will and DES, 
pf 'the Church-Judicatory, who, E. ſuch Event, would, 
have the Right really in themſelves, as the laſt Reſott? 


Aud when fuch a. Settlement was at laſt made, would hot 


one half of the Pariſh have the ſame Reaſon, as now to 
diſſent from the Miniſter ſo ſettled ? But the Truth is 
the People are not ſo unreaſonable, if the Clergy — 


de ſo good as ta withdraw their Influence, and leave them. 
do themſelves; they would then chearfully ſubmit to the 
il Miniſt of any Man of a good Life, that was properly 
48 cetained, 

hear of no Strife, no 
| gmongft the People, if they were let alone, and left at Free- 


and Jawfall tries amongſt them. We would ä 
Diſorder or any niſin Practice 


om to judge for themſelves. Let it then be conſidered, 
"If this Ri ght was veſted, whete the Clergy, by ever 
ow of their Conduct, plainly Ore it £ be n 
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or Call of their own Miniſter, ſo 1oug as any Member of 


that they would act from an otiy than 
| ths ab; Intereſt Ay . ae 10 gl 


4 13, ) 


and where, we oye in many Caſes | it now is 


in Effect placed, I. mean in the Presbytery within whoſe 
Bounds the Vacancy happens; e . the whole Pa- 
riſ have juſt Cauſe to compl. in? N y Pariſh ex- 
pect in that Event to ke inthe leaſt conſid in the Choice 


the Presbytery had a Son, or any Relation that was 4 licen- 
ſed Preacher, to be provided for? Are there not 

ces where 1 Presbytery, when the Power or Right of Pre- 
ſentation has fallen in their own Hands, have t al a MI 
niſter upon a Pariſh, ag:inſt the Conſent of the of 
the Heritors, of the 22 ders, and againſt the Conſent e. 
very Individual within the rariſh ? And is it to be imagin 


= 
" I 


122 every Presbytery in Scotland; as. a Corporation, bad 
ſame Power to of the. Enporalitis. 907 the 
rch, as the * vidual. Miniſters, when legally plac 

10 a Pariſh, have ſeverally to enjoy 2 wu not t 
Cler fo be entirely gy part 2 the 7 And. 'woul 8 
not Popery b 18 agaif eftablit d In a- 
tion 100 be b now Nds, that 

N wot at cure and prevent our nee 
moſt unhappy ſſons and Diſputes, and the 


that attend them ; WES then the Controverſy mould 858 n. 


ly betw Clergymen and Clergymen, and de determi- 
ned dy the Majority of — Presbytery: As in Raman 
Carbilick Coutiries where the Laity are Pane abſolutely enſla- 
ved to the Clergy, there are ſh Diſpures of this Kind. The 
ueſtion then is, 
How theſe Diſputes, which divide and inflame the com- 
mon People, aud turn their Heads from minding the. ordi- , 


| nary and necalli Affairs of their F anuly, to Debates up- 


on the Import and Meaning of certain Greek Phraſes, re- 
lating to the Manner of calling of Miniſters by the Ape- 
ſtles ; a vain Knowledge about doubtful Queſtions, which 
they are nevertheleſs ſo fond of, that the 7 2 it to Mo- 
rality and practical Religion, although, e Papiſts, they 
jmpficitely ſubmit to that Senſe which their Favourite Cler- 


gy are Wr to put upon the Text; Diſputes which . 
tur 
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| turb the x blick Peace, and have been the Cauſe of 85 


opular ults, Riots and Diſorders : The Queſtion, 
ay, is, How this Evil, this gro! — Evil, which calls 
loudly for a Remedy, is to and prevented It 
might, no doubt, be cured in part, 0 
the Legiſlature ſhould think fit to preſcribe ſuch Rules 
of Dias? for the Church-judicatories to determine Que- 
ſtions upon this Subject, as ould not be difpenſed with, 
or eluded by the Clergy, 
But if it is to be totally -ured,” there is no Medium. 
The Power and Right of iſpof of the Temporalities of 
the Church, and of determining all Queſtions and-Debates 
| that may ariſe upon ſuch Diſpoſition, muſt either be abſo- 
Tately veſted in the Clergy, as it was before the Reforma- 
tion ; whereby we ſhoul have a Kind of Popery eſtabliſh- 
ed again amongſt ourſelyes, by a papal Power in every 
Pres Or it muſt be placed where it was before the 
Times of Popery, in thoſe Hands whence it originally 
flowed, and where it muſt ſtill have continued, if our 
Fore-fathers had not, inythe dark Times of popiſh Bigot- 
try and Superſtition, given it up to the Clergy, on 8 
whoſe Hands we have not hitherto been able totally to re 
cover it ; I mean the civil Magiſtrate and Courts Law. 
If the Clergy were left at Liberty to purſue the ſpiritu- | 
| al Concerns of their holy Function only, to 7 | 
| - themſelves in that, and in Folk alone ; and ſhould be, by 
' the Laws of the 'Land, (fince 2 oves too 
fecble a Tie to bind them) reſtrained from * : 
| ſecular Affairs, and the temporal Things of this L 
| ſpecially. ſince the Laity have made ſo plentiful a Provition 4 
1 of the Things of this World for their comfortable Main- 
tenance and Support; we ſhould have as few Difputes a- 
bout the planting and ſettling of vacant Pariſhes in Scoz-+ 
6 land, as there are in England; where the Eccleſiaſticks 
| being under the Contraul of the civil Magiſtrate, the Right 
to preſent, and Manner of inducting or ſettling a Mini- 
ſter in a vacant*Pariſh, is ſo well underſtood, there 
rarely happens any Di ilpute, or ſo much as a Queſtion * 


t 1 
A Right and Power of trying, CY and . 


85 
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t to bein the Church- Judieatories; and that i 150m 
. hog to the national Church by Law eſta? 


bliſh'd, of all its Rights and Privileges ; 2 e 9 8 f 


thereby be admitted to poſſeſs any Living 


National Ghurch, who is not ace cu 
Office of the Miniſtry; - 1 the ren omg pegs 
bliſh'd Chürch. FN 


other Eccleſiaſtical Profits ot any, 


Pariſh, 42 wa, remain in nin thoſk Hands where the Legiſla- 


ture has now placed it, or in whoſe Hands ſoever the Le- 
iſlature ſhould at any Time think fit to place it; and be 


ctermined by the Courts of Law; becay! muſt go- 
vern themſelves by Law, and not in the arbitrary Manner 


practiſed by Church-Judicaories but muſt determine ac- 
cording to 3 and their Judgment i is liable to be re- 
viewed by the fi upreme Court, the laſt Reſort of this 
Om, Houſe = Peers of Great Brizaiw. 1 am, 
2 | Reverend axd Dear Sir, 1 


London, April 22, 1736. . 


" The Manſe Heißes the Miniſter's Howſe, which 10 en and key is . 


Repair by 4 Ce Rate, 


The Wee M iniſter's Anſwer to the fore- 
PIE going Letter. | 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


1 er one of the N alt. wat the . 
et, call'd, An Anſwer to the Cox arſon's Ple 
&c. -I have perufed both with Attention, and _ of > 


nion, if 2 were diſperſed in this Country, ſo as to fall | 


into — Hands of all thoſe who have been engaged in our 
mow unhappy, ,and, as you juſtly call them, unchriſtian 


on the Rig ht-to ming 1 Que | 


2 ue 


Diſpures, they might have the Effect to cure them, in nag 


: 


Towr's, &c. , 5 
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to inflame them ag 
elves in Opinion Thould They by Tuch Meang get a Ma 

. 7 any any 4 5 ans * they have ot late done 
Church Denies 4s ey failed in this, how tea: 
dy would they be to Rd all the fürious and i 

to the Conſideration of Mankind, 5 Paper gf this Kind, 
leſſen the mighty Figure they imagine tticy make in this 


"borin 


dare open —— to 
OY; Neel read 8 he pleaſes for his better 


7; IV Lam, hoverint and Dear Sir, | 


* * "7 
A; 7 Man 9. common gent 
3 ** 4 * oa Gre Low e eſt,” world! 12751 
is View. to e theſe orders, a 
Huencero (fb —. for the future,” ph 
But I fuppoſe you have not yet forgot, the Tepe 
ts of our High- flying Brethren; that althou 
* fatig 


are the Minority in moſt Fresbyteries, yet how inde-. 
ignorant Country Peo . who are gur own Elders, 


able they are to Teduce the (incere, well-meaning, I 
one who auer with them: 


our General Aſſ ou know how Nod wi our 


rant Bigots upon any Perſon, eſpecially one of my ha- 
racer, 0 ſhould be 1 publiſhing, or offeri 


that tends to deſtroy their darling Ido Popularity, and to 


Country, by their Influence upon * well-meaning, 
n who are miſled by them. * 

1 have therefore: 1 but re- 
turned your own Letter; becauſe if it is printed at Lan- 
don, our. 1 here may have both from thence ; 
and every. Man, man, as well as Layman, who 
— — may, in this Age of Liber - 
formation, * 


